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(1 Blackness in ELT in Japan: A Raciolinguistic Perspective
Gregory Paul Glasgow (## H4} & K%)

Informed by a conceptual frame that links transnationalism in English language teaching
(ELT), a raciolinguistic perspective, and the political economy of ELT in Japan, I discussed
findings from a study on educators employed nationwide in private English language schools,
private dispatch companies, elite international schools, or recruited by the national Japan
Exchange and Teaching (JET) Programme and local boards of education. Black Teachers of
English (BTEs) in Japan hail not only from the US and the UK, but from Anglophone sub-
Saharan African countries and the English—speaking Caribbean — contributing to the
multiculturalism and diversity of the ELT community. Studies on the professional identities
and experiences of BTEs in ELT are very rare, although interest has increased in response
to the “social justice turn” in ELT / TESOL research, as well as what has broadly recognized
as a global reckoning on matters of race and identity. In Japan, recent media interest in
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bi/multicultural Japanese sports figures and the emergence of Black Lives Matter protests
in major Japanese cities after the George Floyd murder in 2020 have been examples of how
Japan is exploring — and reckoning — with its own views on race, multiculturalism, and
diversity.

My research 1) highlights BTE motivations for coming to teach in Japan; 2) documents
instances of racialization BTEs may have experienced in their workplaces and 3) explores
pedagogical approaches used to introduce topics about racism/Blackness. | shared data
from an ongoing study that included a discourse analysis of government websites, YouTube
clips, and online recruitment sites for major language schools in Japan, and interviews with
approximately 51 BTEs. My findings tentatively show that firstly, BTEs are motivated to
come to Japan for reasons that range from economic need to the desire for adventure and
self-actualization. Secondly, though most BTEs evaluated their ELT experiences in Japan
positively, most of them navigated instances of racialization due to colorism, accentism,
and/or nationality that ranged from casual or innocuous to more blatant or pernicious.
Thirdly, textbook representations and curricular constraints in the state education system
and private language school industry preclude BTEs from delving into matters of
race/racism/Blackness more deeply. However, some BTEs, in collaboration with their
Japanese counterparts, used the BLM protests as ad hoc teachable moments of
racism/racialization. 1 concluded my talk by exploring professional development and
educational policy implications.

@ The Problem of Mobility in Colson Whitehead’ s The Underground Railroad
Wen-Tsing Chen (F IR KF)

The presentation focused on the depiction of mobility and stasis of enslaved African
Americans in Colson Whitehead’ s The Underground Railroad, his 2016 speculative fiction
about a teenage slave girl’ s harrowing journey running away from a Georgia plantation. While
the work follows many of the traditions of slave narratives, it also challenges them by
incorporating elements of fantasy, anachronism, and apocalypse. The most daring revision
is a real underground railroad, through which the protagonist, Cora, escapes from station to
station and experiences different facets of the horrors of slavery and racism. By using an
actual “subterranean” railway as a narrative trope, Whitehead s novel highlights the
significance of mobility in the characters’ quest for subjectivity, literacy, and freedom.
Mobility has always been an important part of the American national identity. With the rapid
development of railroads in the mid— and late—nineteenth century, mobility became
synonymous with progress, prosperity, and Americans’ love of movement. On the other hand,
the movement of slaves and free blacks was severely restricted by laws, racial codes, and
the ideology of slavery society. Thus, the characters’ escape, or more specifically, their
illicit but “autonomous” mobility, “constitutes material and social violence” and has the
potential to subvert the ideologies of slavery society. Furthermore, riding the underground
railroad is also a process of “reading,” attaining literacy and education for Cora, as she
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learns about the truth of America’ s nation—building and mythmaking through her travels.
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