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Call for Papers: The Fifth Biennial Conference, Toni Morrison and Modernism



The Toni Morrison Society is pleased to announce its Fifth Biennial Conference,
Toni Morrison

and Modernism. The Fifth Biennial Conference will explore Modernism from many
perspectives

in the fiction of Toni Morrison. Expanding on the traditional notions of European and
American

Modernism, this conference will highlight diasporic notions of

Modernism. Specifically, it will examine how the tragic imperative of enslaved

Africans in the United States to “make themselves new” in order to survive

predated and, in many ways, countered the alienating impulses of Modernism of the

late 19th and early 20th centuries. This diasporic approach to Modernism is

particularly fitting for this conference, given that 2008 marks the 200th anniversary

of the U.S. ban on the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Our setting in Charleston, South

Carolina, the largest port of entry of enslaved Africans and a site rich in the history,

art, and music of the Gullah culture, offers a number of important ways to explore

how Africans recreated themselves in the new world.

Abstracts should be no more than one page in length and should be e—mailed or
postmarked by

January 15, 2008. Please submit abstracts to tmsociety@aol.com or Dr.Alma Jean

Billingslea,
Department of English, Box 254, Spelman College, Spelman Lane, Atlanta, Georgia
30311.
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