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@ Afrofuturism in “Bloodchild”: Destroying Hierarchies
Yuto Nakagawa (= LU K% - Br)

This presentation investigated Afrofuturistic viewpoints in Octavia E. Butler’s
“Bloodchild.” | focused on how it destroys old-fashioned hierarchies, such as Whites
are higher than Non-Whites, men are higher than women.

First, | showed the relationship between humans and Tlic, the worm-like aliens
dominating humans on the Tlic planet. Considering worms are often seen lower than
humans on Earth, the situation is opposite. Humans are also forced to host Tlic larvae
in their bodies for this hierarchy. As they are the “races,” their relationship is analogous
to that of Whites and Non-Whites. Humans represent Whites, while Tlic Non-Whites.
Reflecting the past hierarchy, this relationship might realize racial equality. However, |
doubted the “equality” to just place Tlic higher than humans. | mentioned animals called
“achti.” Tlic is poor at animals like achti because their eggs were previously killed by
animals. Tlic put their eggs even in achti, when they require humans’ help. Their
relationship can be balanced by considering Tlic are stronger than humans, humans
are stronger than animals, animals are stronger than Tlic. This brings an idea of racial
equality.

Second, “Bloodchild” is the story of “male pregnancy.” “Bloodchild” describes men
carrying Tlic larvae: the very situation of “pregnancy.” Although women also carry them,
they must bear their own children, so men are more chosen. Pregnancy is a
tremendous burden on women that men cannot experience. Butler made her male
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readers feel this burden by making her male characters pregnant. Moreover, | argued
that men feel emotions of women. The man named Lomas “gives birth to” Tlic larvae,
but their mother dies, and her sister accepts them. She could not bear a baby due to
the Tlic rule, but thanks to Lomas, results in having them. This sister represents sterile
women. When sterile women want children, they would ask others to bear babies, and
later appreciate their surrogacy. Men feel suffering, gratitude, pleasure about having
babies, all of which only women can share, through Lomas. Butler’'s male readers and
characters are made to feel physical pain and emotions about pregnancy, which
realizes sexual equality.

@ bk—% "Japan Afro-American Friendship Association: The Past, Present, and
Future"
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NODHETIX. BBERERIZ 10 BHD 13 BETITONDBELENAHY. FHLT
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ETITRIDT BIEBATW =, COEIBIENSERICHITHRAUT+—TILEZREELT,
BDERMNES TR YIRS = TLERTHIENTED, TR YV a2 =T 41L&
LTHEIE X OBERX. FEAX. BERLGEMILBEZDEHDRIEZIFITE->TEY.
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Bo, VT AR Ea—XGELLEFMTHRRZBEN-HIINBEXEDENIZEH, 2D
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FERERELTVDIDLEEDBEAELH T, ETOIHVNEVEKRHOTLV=EESTH, @
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BFEVESE TV LW, TALGEELGREBA TG>T MBELPRICHEEDE
ISET BT > KSR,

BREBIEIZ. UL TERREZRTEARKDEAN. SIEIZOHICESALL, L

8



AL, COABREONGEITNIE, KELGEZEH T, HOMFEEALLI- 60 FRXMNS 70
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[&$IFTENDIEESIIEBYMETOCIIVMERRBLLLTT R, IRILTHEAEL=,
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LDNRILE, HBFITIEAMEETES > F-HOEELORKABAN)DEER -F/INAAKE
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BER)N, ZEYUBREXRSL. TOEOREDEEND—DELTHEEFM/ARILELTERES
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ZLT. ZDERICIFEF—R[EDILEWVELz, 2L, EABEETIEAL ERDT
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