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Crossing Over: Michael Jackson's Successful Use of Popular Music

Conventions

Konrad Bayer

Michael Jackson, possibly more than any other pop artist of the 20th
Century, managed to bridge the gap in musical tastes between African American
audiences and European American audiences. Many other Motown artists
paved the way for his achievement: Smokey Robinson, Stevie Wonder, Marvin
Gaye, The Supremes, The Temptations, and the group Michael Jackson was in
with his brothers, The Jackson 5. All of these groups had successful careers, and
appealed to divers groups. They helped popularize soul and R&B music among
white listeners. However, none achieved the same level of crossover success as
Michael Jackson.

However, before a discussion and analysis of Jackson’s music, the following
questions need to be answered: What is postmodernism in music? What are
musical conventions? What significance do the conventions have? and What
social values are expressed by Michael Jackson’s music? Following my
suggestions of possible answers to these questions, other questions present
themselves: Why did Michael Jackson remake his image? How did he remake his
image? These are the questions which lead to a discussion about the music
Michael Jackson wrote in the late “70s and early ‘80s.

The presentation will look at the pop, disco, funk, soul, R&B, rock, hard
rock, and heavy metal conventions that Michael Jackson drew from to appeal to
diverse groups expressing a variety of musical tastes. In order to illustrate ideas
about the conventions Michael Jackson drew on, two songs written by Michael
Jackson, will be compared, “Don’t Stop ‘til You Get Enough” and “Beat It.” The
discussion will center on how Michael Jackson engaged with the conventions he
chose and why he chose those particular conventions to express his social values.

In the conclusion of the presentation, I suggest that Jackson was able to
express social values that resonated among the many different people who came

to appreciate and love his music.

* Bayer KDY ALYV BEEDMRXIIUTDURLMNGHEL CENTEFET,
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