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UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, TWIN CITIES
AFRO 3910: Black Internationalism (3 credits)
Blegan Hall 105, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:45am-11:00am

Professor Yuichiro Onishi
Office: Social Sciences Building Room 874
Phone: * * % % x/Email: * % % % %
Office Hours: Mondays, 10:00am-Noon and by appointment

Course Description

This course introduces the concept of Black internationalism as political
vision and theory to unpack the dynamics of the Black Freedom Movement
in the twentieth century. It is conceived as a study in Black radical thought,
exploring how leading Black intellectual-activists—W. E. B. Du Bois, Aimeé
Césaire, George Padmore, Paul Robeson, and C. L. R. James (to name just
a few)—responded to such world historic developments as European
colonialism in Africa, the Americas, and Asia, U.S. imperial ascent and
expansion, two World Wars and the Cold War, and African independence
movements. An emphasis is on how these Black intellectual-activists, as
well as leading contemporary scholars of Black radicalism have framed the
study of race and nation, especially as it relates to a critique of colonialism
and imperialism to engender new analytic, theoretical, and political
possibilities. Of particular significance to this task of rendering visible the
contours of Black internationalism is the close reading of both classics and
most recent humanities literature. Conceived as a reading-intensive
seminar, one of the course requirements is that students lead and facilitate
class discussions in pairs or in groups of three. Students who are



interested in the international study of African American history, Black
radicalism, and social movements are encouraged to take this course.

Required Texts

1 Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism (Monthly Review Press, 2000).

2 Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country: Race and the Unfinished Struggle for
Democracy (Harvard University Press, 2004).

3 Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire (Cornell University Press,
1997).

4 Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana: The Black Expatriates and
the Civil Rights Era (University of North Carolina Press, 2005).

5 Afro 3910 Course Packet

Required Course Work

- Attendance & Participation (15%)

- Discussion Facilitation (Twice/15% each): Select two topics/weeks from
the course schedule and sign up on the first day. Facilitators must
work in pairs or groups of three to generate a list of questions that will
be circulated in class.

- Two Critical Response Papers (15% each): During the week in which you
facilitate a class discussion, you are required to submit a critical
response paper (One page in length & single-spaced). This paper
should engage with main arguments presented in the assigned
readings. Also, you should identify particular concepts, terms,
phrases, or sentences that enabled you to make acute theoretical and
analytical advances. The paper should also consider exploring the
connections between readings done in the previous weeks and
analytical and intellectual concerns raised during the class
discussions.

- Final Project—Eight-Page Critical Synthesis Essay (25%)

On Effective Reading
Throughout the semester, we will read assigned texts critically. As you
engage with these texts, keep in mind that the best readers are not those



who can whip through an article at high speed; the best readers read
recursively. That is, they shuttle back and forth, browsing, skimming, and
re-reading as necessary. Use the following checklist to further hone your
effective reading strategies:

0 Highlight ideas and phrases that strike you as significant. But avoid
excessive highlighting.

0 Re-read difficult sections or flip back and skim an earlier section if you
feel yourself getting lost.

0 Summarize the content of the paragraph or section in a word or two
alongside the margins. These notes will serve as reminders as you re-read
sections.

0 Keep a record of mental shuttling by writing comments or questions in
the margins as you read.

0 Make a note in the margin if a particular section or passage puzzles
you. Make sure to ponder why you felt confused, annoyed, or affirmed by a
particular passage/section.

Student Learning Outcomes
This course will guide students to become critical thinkers and confident
writers. By the end of the semester, students will be able to:

- Think critically about how and why the political visions, interpretations, and
strategies of Black radicalism and internationalism emerged in
particular moments in twentieth century history;

- Understand key concepts and perspectives that are central to the study of
Black radicalism and internationalism;

- Expand the scope of the African diaspora by studying how the ideas of
diverse political actors in such places as Africa, the Caribbean, Europe,
and the United States intersected;

- Cultivate a critique of the institution of citizenship in the United States

In addition, students will improve their skills in:



- Synthesize various texts by formulating a unified topic of discussion and
analysis in presentations and written work;

+ Derive deeper meanings from various texts to formulate an original,
creative, and focused thesis statement;

- Communicate thoughts and perspectives of others, as well as unexpected
connections and relationships in discussions, presentations, and
written work;

- Hone sensitivities toward details and logical organization, both in their own
writing and the work of others

Keys to Success

1. Come to class on time

Timely arrival is important for the following reasons. We need to respect

peers’ learning space; many arrive on time and come prepared to
learn. Timely arrival helps create an enabling learning space for
all. Finally, if you are late, you end up missing crucial information
about upcoming readings, assignments, tests, extra credit
opportunities, and changes to the course schedule.

Attendance Policy: You are expected to attend all class meetings. If you
miss three class periods, you will fail the course. Also, remember that
two instances of tardiness will count as one absence.

2. Always consult your syllabus (advise: don’t misplace it)

Your syllabus is your guide to success. It outlines what you will learn
and what you are expected to do. It contains information that you
need to know to become a serious student. You turn to the syllabus
to keep up with readings, hand in your assignments on time, and
manage your overall workload. Make sure to consult it everyday.

3. Come to class prepared to learn and discuss assigned readings

You should always bring the assigned readings and other course
materials to each class meeting so that you will be able to participate
in discussions and small group activities. Your active participation



does matter. It helps create a dynamic learning space for you and
your peers. Finally, bet sure to take notes actively in class. You learn
a great deal, in general, when you write.

4. Complete your assignments on time

Always hand in your work on time. Once you fall behind in class, you will
end up rushing through the course materials just to catch up rather
than completing the assignments with a kind of care and attention that
you need to do well.

Keep in mind that the late assignment will lose a half letter grade each
class it is late for two weeks. Thereafter, your assignment will be
considered missing work, and you will receive a failing grade. You
will need to complete all of the assignments to receive a passing
grade. Any legitimate conflicts must be discussed and presented in
writing in advance. Finally, | do not grant incompletes in this course.

5. Remain academically honest

All of the written assignments require that you consult assigned readings
and required texts. Be sure to acknowledge the sources you
consult. Be sure to complete coursework with fairness and
honesty. Also, you will need to Ilearn to paraphrase
effectively. Paraphrasing is a very important skill that you will need to
hone in order to become a successful student and writer (see below
for useful tips). The University Student Conduct Code defines
scholastic dishonesty as follows:

“‘SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY: submission of false records of academic
achievement; cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing;
altering, forging, or misusing a University academic record; taking,
acquiring, or using test materials without faculty permission; acting



alone or in cooperation with another to falsify records or to obtain
dishonestly grades, honors, awards, or professional endorsement.
Within this course, a student responsible for scholastic dishonesty can
be assigned a penalty up to an including an "F" or "N" for the course. If
you have any questions regarding the expectations for a specific
assignment or exam, ask.”

On Paraphrasing

It is not acceptable to use author’'s words almost verbatim and change only
an occasional word or two. When paraphrasing is acceptable, the original
text is significantly recast.

Original: “In the postwar period, industrialization developed through the use
of government subsidies and investment in basic infrastructure.”

Not Acceptable: Following World War Il, industrialization developed through
the use of government subsidies and investment in basic infrastructure.

Acceptable: Following World War |l, government subsidies and
infrastructural investments were the major factors in developing national
industries.

Adopted from Dr. Patrick McNamara’s syllabus, University of Minnesota

You are quilty of plagiarizing if:

You directly quote (or copy) a source without placing that material in
quotation marks and acknowledging your source.

You use information from a source, and only slightly alter words or
phrases without acknowledging your source and placing quotation marks
around direct “borrowings.” Please see “On Paraphrasing” for details.

You use source’s arguments, evidence, main points and/or structure
without acknowledging your source.

You paraphrase someone else’s ideas without acknowledging your
source.




You use “facts” gathered by someone else’s research without
acknowledging your source.

Your ideas or method of analysis have been heavily influenced by
someone else’s theories and you do not acknowledge your source.

Someone else writes your paper or supplies your argument for you.

You submit a paper obtained from a paper mill, a paper writing service,
and on-line sources.

You turn a paper in to more than one class without explicit (written)
permission from all professors involved.

Course Resources

Student Writing Support: Located in 15 Nicholson Hall and 9 Appleby Hall
(East Bank), it is an important source of support for you. Although many of
the locations across the Twin Cities campus hold walk-in hours, in order to
get the best writing help, Student Writing Support advises that you come
well before the assignment is due. It offers both face-to-face and on-line
consulting. For more information about hours, locations, and services, visit
http://writing.umn.edu/sws/.

Partner: Throughout the semester, you will work with classmates in small
groups to discuss and analyze common readings and develop strategies to
facilitate class discussions. To make group work productive and
meaningful, you will have to not only read the assigned materials but also
generate a set of questions prior to the group meeting. Also, you will have
to recognize the power of dialogue; it can enhance your comprehension of
course materials in decisive and unexpected ways.

Instructor: My role is to be a resource for you if you have questions or need
guidance as you prepare for discussion facilitation and writing assignments.

Important University Policies

Student Conduct: Instructors are responsible for maintaining order and a
positive learning environment in the classroom. Students whose behavior is
disruptive either to the instructor or to other students will be asked to leave.




Students whose behavior suggests the need for counseling or other
assistance may be referred to their college office or University Counseling
Services. Students whose behavior may violate the University Student
Conduct Code may be referred to the Director of the University Counseling
Office.

Accommodations for students with disabilities: It is University policy to
provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations
to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in
course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with disabilities
are encouraged to contact their instructors to discuss their individual needs
for accommodations.

Sexual Harassment: University policy prohibits sexual harassment as
defined in the University policy statement of 17 May 1984; copies of this
statement are available in 419 Morrill Hall. Complaints about sexual
harassment should be reported to the University Office of Equal Opportunity,
419 Morrill Hall.

Academic Workload Policy: For undergraduate courses, one credit is
defined as equivalent to an average of three hours of learning effort per
week (over a full semester) necessary for an average student to achieve an
average grade in the course. For example, a student taking a three credit
course that meets for three hours a week should expect to spend an
additional six hours a week on coursework outside the classroom.

Definition of Grades

A — Achievement that is outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet
course requirements.

B — Achievement that is significantly above the level necessary to meet
course requirements.

C — Achievement that meets the course requirements in every respect.

D — Achievement that is worthy of credit even though it fails to meet fully the
course requirements.



S — achievement that is satisfactory, which is equivalent to a C- or better

F (or N) — Represents failure (or no credit) and signifies that the work was
either (1) completed but at a level of achievement that is not worthy of credit
or (2) was not completed and there was no agreement between the
instructor and the student that the student would be awarded an | (see also
).

| (Incomplete) — Assigned at the discretion of the instructor when, due to
extraordinary circumstances, e.g., hospitalization, a student is prevented
from completing the work of the course on time. Requires a written
agreement between instructor and student.

Grading Rubric for Writing Assignments
Argument: The paper presents the well-constructed thesis statement
and supports it with evidence effectively, creatively, and logically.

Breadth and Depth: The paper demonstrates the breadth of knowledge
of the topic, the grasp of secondary literature, and an intellectual rigor.

Insight and Analysis: The paper demonstrates independent thoughts and
keen analytical insights, as well as original interpretations based on reading
and analysis.

Writing: The paper shows utmost sensitivity toward logical organization,
literary effectiveness, effective paragraphing, transitions, clear sentence
development, spelling, grammar, and documentation.

Tentative Schedule
Week 1: Stepping into the Black Radical Imagination
* Introducing the Course

* Robin D. G. Kelley, “When History Sleeps’: A Beginning,” Freedom
Dreams in the Course Packet.

Week 2: Plotting a Revolt in Modern Thought, Part |



- Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism, 29-78.

« “An Interview with Aimé Césaire,” in Discourse on Colonialism, 79-94.

- Robin D. G. Kelley, “A Poetics of Anticolonialism,” in Discourse on
Colonialism, 7-28.

Week 3: Plotting a Revolt in Modern Thought, Part Il

+ Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country, 1-14.

+ Martin Luther King, Jr., “Beyond Viethnam”

- Robin D. G. Kelley, “But a Local Phase of a World Problem’: Black
History’s Global Vision, 1883-1950,” Journal of American History 86:3
(December 1997) in the Course Packet.

Week 4: Beyond American Universalism
« Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country, 15-100.

Week 5: Gender, Sexuality, and W. E. B. Du Bois’s Internationalism

+ Alys Eve Weinbaum, “Interracial Romance and Black Internationalism,” in
Susan Gillman and Alys Eve Weinbaum, ed., Next to the Color Line:
Gender, Sexuality, and W. E. B. Du Bois (University of Minnesota
Press) in the Course Packet.

- Claudia Tate, “Race and Desire: Dark Princess: A Romance,” in Susan
Gillman and Alys Eve Weinbaum, ed., Next to the Color Line: Gender,
Sexuality, and W. E. B. Du Bois (University of Minnesota Press) in the
Course Packet.

+ Roderick A. Ferguson, “W. E. B. Du Bois’: Biography of a Discourse,” in
Susan Gillman and Alys Eve Weinbaum, ed., Next to the Color Line:
Gender, Sexuality, and W. E. B. Du Bois (University of Minnesota
Press) in the Course Packet.

Week 6: Afro-Asian Collaboration
- Brent Hayes Edwards, “The Shadow of Shadows,” positions 11:1 (2003) in
the Course Packet.



+ Gerald Horne, “The Asiatic Black Man?” Race War!: White Supremacy and
the Japanese Attack on the British Empire (New York: New York
University Press) in the Course Packet.

Week 7: Unearthing the Politics of the African Diaspora

- Read Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire, 1-21.
+ Film — The Black Press: Soldiers without Swords

- Library Research: Exploring the African American Presses

Week 8: Black Americans and Anticolonialism
+ Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country, 101-133.
+ Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire, 22-95.

—Spring Break (No class on 3/18 & 3/20)—

Week 9: The Cold War and the Problem of Empire
- Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire, 96-144.
+ Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country, 134-173.

Week 10: Rethinking Pan-Africanism, Part |
- Penny M. Von Eschen, Race Against Empire, 145-189.
- Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana, 1-26.

Week 11: The Global Culture of Black Modernity
« Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana, 27-76.

Week 12: The Politics of Black Expatriates in Ghana
« Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana, 110-178.

Week 13: “Decolonizing America”
+ Nikhil Pal Singh, Black Is a Country, 174-224.

« Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana, 179-209.

Week 14: Reconnecting with Africa Anew



- Kevin K. Gaines, American Africans in Ghana, 210-286.

Week 15: Search for New Political Possibilities

+ Michelle D. Commander, “Ghana at Fifty: Moving Toward Kwame
Nkrumah’s Pan-African Dream,” American Quarterly 59:2 (June 2007):
421-441.

- Martha Biondi, “The Rise of the Reparations Movement,” Radical History
Review 87 (Fall 2003): 5-18.
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