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STATEMENT ON THE MURDER OF GEORGE FLOYD

JUNE 18, 2020
Dear JBSA members and colleagues,

Across the world, people are horrified by the recent killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis,
Minnesota on May 25, 2020. And his is only one of the most recent deaths among those
who have long endured cruelty, indignity, and blatant police brutality. What was so chilling
was the casualness of his killing: a police officer, with his hands calmly in his pockets,
kneeling on the neck of a human being for eight minutes.

Over the last few days a global outpouring of anger and grief has been withessed as
communities across the world in the UK, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, Canada, and African
countries, as well as the United States expressed outrage at the pointless killing of a man
guilty of nothing but being black. This violence comes on top of the global pandemic that
has had devastating effects on the health and economic security of millions of people.

I have been inspired by protestors against Mr. Floyd’ s death across the world, and also
saddened by the fact that 66 years after the 1954 establishment of the JBSA, a system of
institutional racism remains across the United States as well as Asian countries, including
Japan.

As one of the protestors had the slogan on the placard, “Silence Is Violence,” so we must
say that indifference to human suffering must never be our own. Cries from our hearts to
the pain of others must never be muffled. Our essential values demand that we are
concerned.

As I mourn the death of George Floyd, I stand in solidarity with the millions of protesters in
American cities and around the world and conclude by stating unequivocally that #black lives
matter in the United States and Japan.

Toru Kiuchi
President of the Japan Black Studies Association [Term of Office: July 2015-Jun 2020]
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Note: The following text is my brief closing remarks in English for the Japan Black Studies
Association (JBSA, est.1954)'s 65 annual conference held at Ritsumeikan
University in Kyoto (June 22 and 23, 2019). The conference theme was “gender
and sexuality,” and its program is included in the JBSA’'s Black Studies (No.89.
March 2020). Since I have been asked to share my remarks with others by some
JBSA members, | present here its text. (During my speech, I also showed a few
slides/photos including “The Island of Zanzibar in Tanzania” and “A Classroom in a
Prison in Ohio, the United States.”)

*GClosing Remarks (June 23, 2019)

Knowledge Should Be Power to Unite Us

— Closing Remarks for the JBSA 65" Annual Conference in Kyoto in 2019 —

Furukawa Tetsushi
Vice—President, JBSA & Professor of World History, Otani University (Kyoto, Japan)

Now is the time to close our conference.

First, I would like to thank everyone who helped us to organize this conference. And,
as a Vice—President of the Japan Black Studies Association, I would especially like to thank
our distinguished keynote speaker, Professor Crystal N. Feimster of Yale University for
coming here from the other side of the Pacific. So, let us thank Professor Feimster very
much again. Then, my special thanks goes to our Secretary—General and Chair of this
conference, Dr. Sakashita Fumiko. As you know, without her hard work with excellent
academic knowledge as well as business skills (which many of us do not have), we could not
have held this conference today. So, Dr. Sakashita, I really appreciate your work.

Now, let me conclude our conference.

When I was twenty years old, a young Japanese student, I was in East Africa. [ studied
African history and culture including the Swahili language in Kenya for six months. And then,
I walked around East Africa for another six months. When I visited the island of Zanzibar
in Tanzania, which was once the center of the Indian Ocean Trade, I was taken to a house
where some Japanese women called Karayukisan used to live. Karayukisan literally means
“women going for China or abroad.” But, most of them were sent to East and Southeast
Asia as “sex workers” from poor villages of Western parts of Japan, from the middle of the



19 century to the early 20" century. In Japan, I knew a little about Karayukisan, however,
in Zanzibar, I was quite surprised to know that they even reached East Africa or some in
Cape Town in South Africa in the 1890s. Some of them in Africa engaged in small businesses
there. This “encounter” with Karayukisan became the beginning of my serious and
academic interests in historical relationship between Japanese and Africans. Since then,
through studies of Japan—Africa relations, I have learned a lot of diverse connections in
world history.

Exactly ten years later, I was in the United States. After studying history of Africa
and the African Diaspora at Ohio University, | began to teach classes at the university as
an instructor of Japanese language and culture. Then, I found a teaching job inside the
state correctional institutions. I became one of the teachers of its cultural education
program. I taught many prisoners or “incarcerated students” inside six state prisons, from
minimum security to maximum security levels, for three years. 1 still appreciate Ohio
University and Ohio State Correctional Institution for giving me such a teaching and learning
experience of a lifetime, and it also served as my driving force to keep studying American
history and culture as well as Japan—US relations.

Above all, my first—hand experiences inside correctional institutions in Ohio taught me
a lot about human, though I sometimes had a hard time with inmates and prison officers.
(When I was an undergraduate student at Hiroshima University, [ studied philosophy and
peace studies, and the knowledge I gained in those days also became quite useful survival
tools inside those closed facilities.)

So, let me finish my closing remarks now. Through my actual, not virtual, experiences
in East Africa and the United States, [ have learned a lot of connections or relations among
people both locally and globally. Since ancient times, we have had shared so many things
globally. Even though we tend to see or we would like to see differences among us, we
share common things more as humans. Also, | have learned the important issues regarding
academic knowledge and perspectives. They include issues of “decolonizing the mind” and
“decolonizing the academy” in current unequal global academia.

At my last year’ s JBSA closing remarks, I said, “knowledge is power,” and “knowledge
should be power.” Today I would like to say, “knowledge should be power,” and “knowledge
should be power to unite us, not to exclude one another.” “Knowledge should be power to
develop equal partnership among us,” and “knowledge should be power to fight against
current exclusionism seen in our everyday life to the global political arena.

[ firmly believe, Black Studies or Africana Studies can provide such knowledge and
perspectives, and I hope this conference held in Kyoto, Japan, has given you learning and
memorable experiences. 1 am quite happy to meet all of you here, and hope to see you
again in the near future. Thank you.
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