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The Waning of the "Mandela Syndrome"? State and Identity in
Contemporary South Africa

Scarlett Cornelissen (Stellenbosch University, South Africa)

On the eve of South Africa's transition to democracy many commentators noted
that only if a full-scale transformation of the South African society and polis were
to occur, would racial bloodshed - widely anticipated as the logical outcome to the
end of the apartheid state - be averted. Nelson Mandela, the first black State
President of South Africa and then leader of the African National Congress, made
the realisation of the 'Rainbow Nation' and the creation of a non-racial, unified
society the focus of his reign. Racial/nmational reconciliation came to be the

mainstay of his presidency, embodied in processes such as the Truth and



Reconciliation Commission, and the drafting of a compromise Constitution. The
'Mandela Syndrome,' focused as it was on racial reconciliation, has mixed
legacies in current-day South Africa. Early post-apartheid signs of rifts within
the African National Congress (ANC) and its alliance partners, and within the
party itself have by 2008 culminated in the ousting of Thabo Mbeki, Mandela's
successor as State President, and the splintering of the governing party. While a
wave of populism seems set to determine the political futures of the ANC and of
South Africa at large, it is today highly questionable whether Mandela had

succeeded in his ambition of a racially unified society.

SEMLDER

DA FDEEH R A ZE 21—

Kith EXF
UTDAVAEA—IE. DA F DR HRZEHET OINGO, Tz LFA+(Femrite) D
SEENCDOWTC,. I LSAMDTAT S L a—TAR—F—THAEL T koA
Loz (Hilda Twongyeirwe) SAIZEEZR >3 DTHS, 1 FE 21 —(F2008F8A 25
BIZZTLSAMDEHRIZT., HEEN T TITHONT=,

Kith: S HIEBHEMZE DTNV EEHYNESITENET . FT . ESL TN T LSAH
FIERESER =DM EERALIZWERWVET  MERIRIE. T LFA M HMRLIZKR
MO EGEAEL [BEOLESEBEDRICIHABOREICTHY Y URSIGETT,
WIMERFZEIZBNWELEM, EE., TIESLLEETIELDEN T, THZDHE, T2
HmRIOTFDIEHRATRBEZITEL . AERIETLSFA D HLIZOTIEHYFEE
AN ERETILFAMDERETY . T [TIVHDEEZRIEVS T IR EERE
REZTHALELEE, RUCAERDIZEAENIT VT DIERIZ>1=, T2 TRS1ZAT
T o [LV2F=LMA DN E S HTULNBD DAY, Lo ToTH KD J&ta, (1)
CDAVAEA—IEBAREICRLT. M FTETHSBARDERXTHR KT H5D2HYTT . 7
2VHOTOHEBRANTIESLIMEEEL TSI EIC, ALREKEFLDERNET, 5



BEDE=OIZ. FTITLSACNDERAFHEIZHBAL, TTLSAMDBYIDFERIZDOINT
A TSN, (i)

ELNT D LTAN (DA E THERBE) (X1995F(CBIFHLEL-, EXICRRELT:
DI(X1996FE5A3HTT A, DL EXIFAD—EY T, SANIOASHLTL=AS,
REMIZIZB2EREZGYFELEZ, FABE & BIERICIbh o=l & RICESTULET,
LT LLKREDHEEFEo=<—-ha0a - A2 )LREA, i YELTz, 9A S
TOXMHRZERIET R, FAE=BITFEELI-DOTT , TDIAH, BIKoRLHETZDH IR
FERIZEDLOTOHT, HIROBENBETLIZ, 1997TEE TIZTT LSAMIAMIFE
HRTHIEMNTE, HFZLIF E R TLz, ZD5BIZFA B &, #HGMICBIELH A D&
IS DLEMEFRLSEIITEY ., 2001 FEMN2002FE A, Tz LAFAMTIHREBERY
57 12RO FELE, (DS TLEREBRERIZ. JTLASAFDEHEFRTISTDEEHNEH
NTWET IS TEIRDIZESIFAIC—ETLEA, 3EBRICEIVEFRL. 58
[CLELIz. RE. V5T EETEERICGRY . BRI ITTDREITEOTLET,
BRI DWNTIE, BRI —=2 T 2HBEBNET , TTLSAMEI30AIZ
EDERDIERZEFIITLTCVET . TTLTFARThL—ZU T PBEERITERED EL<
M, TTLSA MO TOHIRICIEDITTOWET . BEON T LSA MO E 155 H
LTH, 2HAEEHARMT—LELI BN ELAERA, IThELEREBIE. Th
TEENLGXZEDOEEICELIIENTE. BRBREZBOUICOMBEDOHEMEM ELTULE
T CDTENBRROBIEEBENET, LoSVEEICK ELLUNFEEXZZELEED
WET . OEVIINAREFSTEA—FERLIUVERE. XIS TIVHERE. 7
TVAXZETAVE . REHREREIWVT BT IVAXER TN DE], VAV
FEENAMNET7ZIZIVHEEREBEDIERINS AN EZSE]. ¥ S0 EERE
(DA T DM HEREIREENEZLEILRETT  TTLSAMIKRELHREEZZT T
BEBRWNET,

Kt BEMDTIVHOERIZESTIE, ENMNIEEICEHLLVD TLEID,

ELY  ZEERBESERINTOSIEIFMICEHYVET L. DUNTILHERED.
AP =T OUWAVITAERBEDEZHEREEN, FUETICAEEERD T IL—TH
HHL. ET7IVATIE, EXGEHERBETIEIENTIE | TEERNEF->TIZR
TANIIVELEEY  XFEDARURELEYLTWET  A—FTIET -T2 TESEIEN
L\t L (MBASEM) ELVS T HERBEEHR RS EFE L.

Kith: ZZ. ZI3TT A, SFELATOTLADTLEIA,

EILT SEATOTLEIMNESIMEOLINYEF A BENH L EIEENTT, BSIZ, [
BIEEETLLS, 7T LTAMTE, WEITERMLEERBEZTEML TN SRR Y —(F
WEH A, BEI1ERIL. HIVOSEWSF T F ORFKMEIC. FEOERLLLIES



FHLTELSITENTE, ITLSAMIBEFENTVWEL BETTLSAMNE, TODTY
R EICHERRARU Y —ISEEZ T TONET A, ERNAEHEIIEMLTE5-T
WEBA, EMEXLIZEEFIRB T L ORAKKEIL. LA EXHILHRMDES
RE. HEINL—=25 0= avTDREERE. HERULORERBIILTE.
ERMIEEBEITIRHBLER A, COWERBTEILHTHEMABIZEDSIZIE, BT
FrE. NMG-&E. BEE. EHRENDETT . LMLIFEAEDRRU Y—IE, TS5 o=
BOEEBEISTEELDELDTT  CNODERARIIDBERE->TLDDIZ, &
BOEHELN+HENE, HAEKR, MIZEDFW-EEATEFEA ! HICKRITH
SNF=EIBBDTY , RICEITFTREREERBEE. SOV -MREICHATWDATZER
LWET,

HIVOSIFZ 7T LSA MDD EBICKRELGREIZRZLIEZEBVET, L LHIVOS
NEBUGEBZL TN TW G o zn AL DX ERBELERL T, FEE
LTWTH, SOEIBRKBNMERLZRITEZEETELGIS=TLLS, fARICEHALE
BEAHHY. RFVITHNT. BHEENHN—INTIILH T, 0AEL TSI EMER
TEDELNSIBDTY , CNSHEFNIEFAEETT

2005FICHIVOSHT—02av &L Ao =7 =T . DA F . OUNJIT
DERNMEFELEL-. TEERLATILTLED., BEHEEREBASHLELE, TOD
— 9 avTDHE. FMEBEARIZ, OPKELEL ., BN LT L EERBENT
EHTEFHFLTLEASTY, THESFXELHM T,

B, T LSAMED U NT ILXMERBED2AESEFEL | gl Lt E
RHBEEENLGONELEL=, TTLSAININEIREL, BELIERLTMELE,
ol FT I LSAMIATREEEZES>TIELWEE W, JTLASAIMDHEELD T, 9
HOANRDEELET RELEVSIR T, A BIE—BLEL, ChITEEERT
SRV T—IERERDZED T, ELVIDIT T, FFE=BIEEFNNETARENESIH, 5
ALTWBECATY , FAIKATBEFZERWVET , CNFETULKOMDRR Y —IZEFEEZLE
L= BRIL TN IZECAEHBYETH D, ERE/LHECAETIEHLDTLEE AN,
IMONISEMABONINBLINERFA, TTIEATVDIIIREEETIIA)TH, it
BAMEREBEEETIESHFRELTUNEL, IhiE, EEERISIHEHMWTH
—RTIIVICTARREL. BEICH->TIEI7IUT—E—D oK OCBENEONEE
L\SBDTT, 7FIUATIELH TDHA T, o< <{LFET, fFKIE. 5Zo14An2~ A
DHNEEETENIEVWERWET, CORAS T, B ORBICHFENFTET
L. thigiganNTENE, E=BEIBHALE-TEBELEL., B#EMNTZENATESTLL
Do



Kt FERLEWVDTTN, ERFHRTE, 7—02avTTEICRESNBZDTI D,
WhPBINRTryrEE |, DFY, ARV —N—EDELFIRML T, Tz LS N
ZFOFERERDDEVSIAXDEDIFELDTLELID,
ELS BRBEDPYAIE, BELTIILH TEREEHNFONDIENSEHLDTY , ARV
—IFHREBERNBTEITRTRABLTFEZEITMBLALGLL, —SORNBTEEZATERR
HIEMBLNGED, FEZIETANGEITHLETAD., BIREITHLELLS &4, HiR
METITTEDITHNEEEFIREBLEIZTNIE, HIRDI=DIZENAAESBULTLNKS
EHIS=CETIREWLDIFTY  BERIXTOD ORI EICRIEEN DD T, =5 D
ELTOEBICEEZEEZRIFILTOVET , FEFRICAMN AN -FYET, TILSIERFL.
HRIZEDRTEFERFA CDEERZZITIEREN, Lo ZFZ(TELLEVIEZIA LD T
TN IERSTEIHYET . FNIEFEEXTIZEBNEOONTFT L. HE->T. EEDEE
DENIFEINSMIAIN, PEIREZLF, REGTODIINET BIGELERBRIENLTT,
DFEY. HEEEXZEVVTC. RPEEERLT. TODHMEEFTLT AFHEZLT £ T
FRANLARERELET , CEEARZEMLTELR L. IRMA DEERMICHAENTEE
ER

HIVOSED BRSNS T LELEA, FAIZEHEDHE, HIVOSIZFAHEREEI D
BHREFRERLTOWET, HoE. AEBOSNTOVENAZLI—ZBRIEAEEEVFERA,
EHREFEPLTNDEDTY , TTLSAMIDALTIE. SALDREYTID NEE | BF5
B . ENICTODIVNDEREELTINEL, CNEL0EZIREZENTEET & FA
FEDESHEMEEFADMEBICESLALEESDTLEID, IaF=BIEFETLELHT
T, BLFAIENNRERIEADEDTOADIIMIEEITOTLNSLNDTT,

-XEXEEHRIIZDONT

Kith: 7T LA bDRIADIER—FER-ST[S BHLI=EHMNETLLIIPHIVE
Wot=-IHAZTEIDLI—IZDVTTEA., ChoFHBRAEMEEREVNSIEYIZTOS T
IRGED T &t (VI LTARDFEIMNIS VS ERIZEVLTVWSDIE, EEMN
BOTULMSTLESID,

ELS BWET . EENEBRLOTEHYFER A, BIFREBFOILTAMNE, BHEXED
CEEBBITEATVELZ, LMALREIZ, BIETIEGLED. PIRYELSN. Bl
BHEVVIENH I EN LMD TT , 2 THBIE, BMEMNG /D40 30—
T—TATAVT ERMEBIEFEVELEA—D R FIZEYHLEL-, COEHIEL
=6, KIZABIEESh=k-bAEALEALEE. HYDFEIZEEHRIT LD TT, fof=
LIZBELDIE, KF-bIZhNhEEIZ DNV TEEI X -bEBNDETT  ANDFEEDS
CT. ARIEHEESIZONWTHEE., fAIAEETLDEDONHOMEES2HS, BEFLLEIH




NIE. Tz LFAFDRATRVEILDEE KDAATHoDEENEZ LMY RIETEDL L
SITHEBIETLES TIHNIENES T KUK HENEFNLTLLS,

Kith: 25V EFHER L TLDATT &, SRITEHOA/NSREVE. BIEMN />
T4023VIZEREELDEYTT D,

ELLST VWA BAAEHRITET . ZTLSAMIEZEFHZDT, EZLOEEMNNT,. /0Tq
2230 NOYTIKTABABLNIE, BHEXENPYICTADABLVET, TNITEIE
EDTvUIILE-DWLTEDYFREAD. RiFE/DERELY [FERECRIEN /2 T40 a3y
DAEMTENES , BERNTEENTE,

BIERI/ 204023V [ERWVMIHIILTWVET , BLDOANIZHEEN . RIEIEKEDE
POV —ZORETHEOLNIZYLTOET . NI, ROTAD IO EEHFTL
F9 . ZHHERUIR(FGM) ISDOWTEDIEDF 1 EWNSTADIIRTT , UIkgEHENT-
AN=B. UIgEZIT= Az, EITERLEZ A= DEEHN TN S TLLS, FGM
[CIEZLDEELAHYET , FGMD LI, AU F TIEHHIZ2D D ICFEL TLY
FT . TN ThOHIEMN S EET205FNEL. TN H105EEEATHIRT 528U TT,
SDIFIEDENDLESATT (TER BENZDHET CIZHRFEVET ML, 128
[ZIE R HE NS IRERRDRFEH LA > TS TLLD,

Kt BRDFEFELFEA-WVTLLI1,

DAVFDHEBREBRICHELLLLBLD T, B=F—. T7I0 T SLITHT IV HE
BHRADLED., Mo TR ISR T, ZTLSAMEIESIHDTLELID, KLENS
NTNBADTLEID, ZTLSAMDEIRL-AZRELESISLFEEEBLTOET
M, MTDHEIREIEICE TEITLSAMDEUBEEHZ TEEL,

ELT Z5TT R, REHTRIZE>TNBEHRE XWET &, HAT=A=L M, TH
TN EB I EEADLENTT ,, 32 EZEVIHEENBETT 4,

Tz LTAMIERNTEHONTWET  FYLIFIEFZENIFEZLHYFEEAN. Th
[EENSNTUWVENASTIELEL, BREXEAEFE>TLVELDSLTY , EKIZEMEXFEDE T

SHWMZETR, ARIFHREIZEERNENVNATY , 5. BRBICF Tz LSA I KA
BNTWET, e LIFMDOHEIREIFEELZNTNE, DAV ETEREES AL, BHLIZHE
BHIDAREBALET Mo, VAT OHBREOXRFF BHEHRIZCAZANTLET,
BEEETHO>TWADITTY , THITLSAMIZDRFIEFEFELTWER A, IS
BATBEDEYEHBYFREA, SWBECAHIZEEFYET . TNLI-bDEHEER—
EOX MBI T 5 E—TMBTT,

Kith: ZnEBONTRDLELz, §BoLeo-HiRtt I, HREZLUSNZRMEXFEHH
RLTLB AT K13,



EILSE :ZZ. THIEMN2EICIENST=ECAT, FAICHEETREEZR -3 LV o1
BRLTT, 1bAHA. HEHIRTIEZLDEELFHNTULET, WolEFHBEHMRIZITLL
T 24723V ICIFERZEINVTWE B A, 74723050586 mAHIDIL/NE
BOBIFEATT 2, LA TS XITOATREIFZERENSIZEDTT A, IhbldHE
BT DPIEYERTHRENDDITTY , vAVEDOFREMSEIE. BHIZERICHYF
T FEH. BoIET192aVEHTEVNSKILGEREZLT. N FOTLESIDLBHGAT
L&

TINDITTLTAMME, T4 a3V DHEIRISHOALTIE, HokYES5FEL-TNSEL
ZFI 1,

Kt T DEETHIRT DETEIEHYFET H
ELT  ZDLIGEFTEEHYFEL, EKIZABIESIN-RKI-EDERERKIINAL TR, &
BEFROBNESILLTEH HMITDEETEMTUONIE, TNODIKRERREFRHSTL
DD, THRRYEKRDEX, TE5DZITANEENTT , RV INFE-=(RBYFEE
Ao LoEW MITTDE B TIRESNAERRRLHOIDTI M, HITTD FETELALLL:
KRIZFTBHICIE. RE.RE.RELGE . FEOETOSLITEZFET,

Kith: BEEDEBICRYETH. KDFEY LIFIZRADF/S—EUhEHEHDATTH,
EILT 3 —EURBLNTT,
Kith:t=of3/3— b TE M ! FTEY EIFEMIELIZWEDZETT M, AIHNTELHERAL
F9H,
BT Z5TT . BLATRERS - [EANDEIFHMYEFL AN, DELKELEDH A TIE,
[FEAEDFREFERTITONET MBUKREZEZ 51=0OIZ(F. T LA FDERHER
BREPEFRARELT. ERTHRENDIIITENIENNTT 13, KICEo>f=&LS512. HE
EXPYFEEAI,

BN XEERIETHILEIARETT L. BEBERLEBVWET , BFISEMEXEERIET
REFEL. ZNIEHBINGRZOFITIZESET T, XEFERDREELZEVZFE
T DAV EDEREXZIIEE AT LIZHACENDIRETYT , FELEANEDIE
MELBICTEDIENTEDLSIT, BMEXZITENSITEFEFNFTFEA, ARDREMND
H5ENDDTYT, TITOLEFIE. FEL-EARERO CETENEXNERRER/ON
BEOXEITARETY,

Kith: EFERETIGIEESITLELI IhRLESEBNETHY,
ELE T7IUHY - TYIR AL ITAT NI LSAMDEZRFTL T TOET . ihD
TIEZLDFTY LIFAHYELE=A ., EECHLHED ., BHIEEHLLEY., LIRENRE
ERTHBYELRZ, I EXDB A =2 FaL o747 D HRIT5E0WSAKTT,
LWWEEHYFETH, —LMEDELDANICESTIEEIZANEL ALY FE,



FRLUNDERFT A ZELTIE. REEWNWANTILASAMIEEERTHE1HY
FI . ITLTACDIITHAMIEREZHEBETOETH, EZIEIL DY I—FDIRFE
[FRYFE-S>TOER A, TEITT L THBIZIE, OOLEFNIEWNTHENETYT, HigE
BRI DEOIZELDRFILNBETT,

Kith : A RANNZE o =TEH A IO F DI, Tz LSAIASHBRLTHELLDIZERSA
TIHY,

LS EIFEE =K, BRI FIEE T LSAITHLTEH, Z0OHEMEIZITLD
TT . 7z LTMME. XEEFEI—ZU T DIETHA LRI, it kP HiRES%E
BAETEHEINOTT . SENRMEBEOVTHEESEZIX, KYEOH#E, KUXSE
HHR#ZEROHTLLDTT,

Kt FEBHER 2 ERE

HE 1= 5T I&H

DESBEEDIEHDERNET M, DOFY . ITLSAHLHF=DE, WMER 21255
THLKL o=, LWV K57,

ELT ZILITEEEIALVET , THRENERLEXFEEN. Tz LT/ DELL
VET, HAERNKENOHIRTEREWNSDLEL, BEN T LSS TIEILGEMMTEZ
BTLWBDIEESNSITETLESID,

Kith: EWSZEIE, RIFEDERIE. /—T T4 T DEANSMIEEFEATLNSENST
ETTH, HRZEF->TULBRREIL. FRISFKEAHDIDTLELID,

ELT - WETTH, BEENHHT. HIRLKIEWLWSZEITho=6, BfaESELET L
FFFEFEEFLTOWER A BENBODIZAICFEEEZTLEVNET NS, HERD
=TT EAMIZHKATIELLENSZET LKONREFBAFLIAENSZ EIEHY
F9.HH. TH.METORBROEBIEHYVET L, [SEINLEFFTEDTHIRT S
FETTH. TNODAKREERIEL, T TICHLIZCDIRDITS BHH=tHh M5 TLLIJIC
IREFIN T RERR LT ESEDEHDHTLELD,

B NEEYEE

Kt ZNTIEFRIADHRITHAIH A TE>DIHIV/ TAXITDTOREREK]IC
DNTOIMDNET , AT HSDOHIVEZIZDNWTEZHITTEAIELNSIAZRDITS
DIE. #LLBYFERATLED PEICIENBLGRBENEENTT L1,

ELT  ZHEoMAUAEA—LIZWERIANEFHRTH. ELTEL AL, TEIE LI,
FNIFEBEONBREYELEES, FITLSARIZEST, BRFEETL 3. AEL



IELEYIRL. ICOANGLITEHRIToND IER S TELALET. EHNTLHDTT . &
MIFEATITEHITTINAALNET . BEFDOYEZANIIEASIRETIRL TS L
ST —ATT R, THEAIZEOTIE AEYDBERIAIMNEIEEHYET, EEFZo1=E
LSZEIEHYFERA T EBELEHETERALGES LT THRLAEWTESWEED
NEZELHY. T35 5EFE MDEBRREIFETHITTT,

SDSEZFFIX. 20N DAREBRHKRZWNELT. TDH5—FBLWVWEDEESRKLSICLT
WET . [HATESDLINIZEE. EEFIXHELESAVELZA . &R TEDHF-ADNE
Ltz BRZH>TETH. HFYBRCLGLTRIZIIALLGVWEE LN T, TN THHTLE
S, #ER20E A< DIRERREINEL . TNETEEITKY . BHLBHELNITET2EELLT,
RIEBIZHEEICIRYE LT,

Kith :ZZELFIEESPHTRDOIF=DTTH,

ELT ETMELTINET HMIHEETROET, ALEEh . hEBIZLh, TL T, TDihig
TEBLTOWASEDROEAKREZRLFET ELFEZRETLIDIC. [HATE>DIE
TASO (VA DITAXEBHEE) . [HEDRIIIFIDA Uganda(VA A Xt H#E L
HE) DOERERMBERR. [SEOL3HMNSTLLSIIEZOCHA (N EEBNH HEES
B BLUMABER LB ALELIZ, WISV FREIV AV NERST YIEEED
=D WSFAT=EY DN+ T,

Kith :FBYFLEEZFEIESHAEOLEDIDTT D, T EEFICEXAMNL—=2TF
BT DTLEIM,

ELS  [HATE>HLIDEZE. BENSMENIZILI DT, BEDEEFEELHE
EFZEZEVFEL PFEHBLRILT. DO EEZHEEAIEEF TY . HBIEEILI5DIC
HAEOEEFT . BYFABFWVFIE. EVESFEESIELIHYET,

EBEFIET4—ILRICHBHIC FL—=2F D=0 3yT%EZT AV FE2—D
H.HEFLEBREE - TYREEEMAAEIIOVWTEVLET, 7 —IILRTRELDIL
EETFOETEHEK BYFTHSE50EYVDLDFEREENSITEMN, BAREIZSNET . A
VAEA—DEA . MEOEZTA . MEICENDORBENMTOIAEGELE. IS\
FhL—= 0 # R T EETFE T4 —IILRICREF T, il ICk->TIE. EFROBITE
BYT. EOMIBICTHATEERMGRBZERATILLOITEELHYFET . CDLIGTEM
RIL. EBEREDT—92 3y T TI7V)T—E23—DIANERYET,

Kith: FBYFITIE AN ZE X o =DTLELID,

ELT LW R MEBEEWNLKHBYFEAD G, 2L SFEUKESICEHLET . RBE
ALY R EEDEEREILSTY, 2335 ET . YELZEVILAENTHIE,
MEEZEEEY DI <T H0ITTT,



Kt IMEEZIDEWDHITTT 43, TIEESL >l FIZE LS ED K7 F
FEBYFIIF/-DOTLLOD,

ELT :ZNIFETHLRVER T, B FHMHATHNDSDILZD KRIZDOWVWTEHATT,
BYFICTHEEIHYFELTA L -5 ABEODOMEEZEDDHE. TOWELE
RN, ESENITFEERET 5T LD, EEITHWALIE - F5, AP f[HF
BEORIDESZ. KOERARIT, ARBHIVLIZHFMHELEL, [FDFDEE
FFLDRITESNTVDIDTT N, IBERIIREDUEEZLLIZEHEENT,. E&
SEVWEAEEIXELIZES>TWM-ATY , TEHEMOENF T D RIFZERIZESI L
MNTEFELIZ, TTLTARELTIERICHLMEMEELFEE A EEFOHFEXILNOEZIT
FIHAANKISIREFLZEZEZTVBDLDD . MEBEZEDOLBNELVSIRITIOEFIYEET
Yo 1. DI LFAMERET ST BRER/TVET . COFLEEEIEHFELEIDEK
DYEZXHIRTHDIZFELN, BADEICIZAYEEAN R, TIMSEFNIE. §EFA
F-HZ#NEETLARELRDTT,

Kith: HER (&, L SD I /INT—AVKNZDEADERNETH,

ELT ZA. BVFET  BE>TUHEDRIDZETTHN—FAIAELIDOKRIZDOL
TEELTLWETA, ZFNIFXCOROTOSIHRLTIERIINOLD T, LAMLFAITINEE
[CHEEFO— A2 TT—R=HBIIRIELEL -, R ODYEIL B RSN T
He, BRLIEITZES, WEPENIDILEZHMO>TLDIEEL., RIDBRE/ONFEL, &
LWSDIE, BLDADED LT WELEELOH TN EEIITEFT O I EB-2M5
TT [ HATEINIDHE . EEFILFEL-E. BHRSN=LSITELEL, EEIZT
LSAMNIERLTET. FDHBREALISIHHEZED TLEINEZTNET . 5. ¥
BEEDACEIITIUINT—AUKNIDEADDTT,

Kt : FGMIZDWTHRILKSHETADIIRETHEDETTMN, ESLTEDIEER
W DULV=DTL&EID,

ELT FAF-EDREIZHADIE, ZITHHHEHIET, BRETVEILMERHILEIH., &
WWSZEEITTY,, RICEEZSZASMBFORREZFELTLSDITTY , XEAEKIELD
DFTWSFEELHY . FA-BIELTHERELT. RO EELNZWEEEEZEHICT
REFEERERLDDTY , LDOE T LT FDEBRHIGETEEL T, RO3DDMEIHTDEL
NEVIEEEZTVET FGM, LATEMR D BERORBERTT . F-AlnoTn>x
DRELTIE. DEETRDTALILGMEERFZTHELDILDEHYFET  ERDEERT
(X, ERIEDOYMEINBRNERB>TWET . HLEZOMEBEEEHONNIL, BEIREWE
L7 BHTLED,

Kith : FGMIZDWTIXESBNWETH, T DFHEE DY R—FE/{OENDTLLID,




EILA FGMIZDWTIE, BAMIZIE, EEICENEMGERZEBVES  EEE-
FAGEANERTIZHAONET &L

T DY R—MEBLENBIET TT FGMIZDWTIEATA 7 TRYS 2SN TVET
M5, FzEZ L, FGMAThN TS TlX, ZIXKRETHETHDEEN. TDTF=6H
[CHEFEIRFECENSTFEFO>TCVET , TNEDITERTREIEINTULVEL, ZIEUIBRZELT-
NE=OICEBVWETRONFET  UIRELI=DIEENIZEE. AN T={ELDTT,
U]K%(i‘fﬁﬁ"ﬁﬂ’]l‘liﬂb\&éhiﬁ'bf BWeEN 5D IEKIFE T T, EEBFZREICRS
NV, BEEZITIYVEVNSIEIZHLEEVET, LB ELIE., REEEZNLDT
ER T?’?ﬁ\bﬁﬁﬁbf’& #HEMLETNIFRERFTEZFREVNERWNET, FAf=B (X, BAFIC
FGMZ ILEZZEDLSBENTTOSERIZIMH DI EIZHRYET  FAF-bDEEL. ith
[CIEENEEONORNEMEZIEL. HADNTNZEIZL. RERET HENZDEZH
ELWVNBESIZTBHETT,

REDLZDEI2T)T4

Kith: ZNTIEREDER TS, DAVAIZETHS, RAEDHUZ DEREFRMMNEFTA
TWADTETMN. FEDEDEIL AT TAITDOVWTIALBRIZEFTDHATELGEHEELA
STWET [TTDDSRPOEICTAMLGEICIH A=A LVECTI, S5I2E . [B-T
MABIEFHATNSECATITN, FEDL, BMIFEEFRISOHT. LoD EH
ATV TAIZTDWTIIETHOMN DA —TUIZEITHIEICEETET, VDD IS
DVWTESIRBVETN, VAT DEEERICESTIIBERLILLGEDTLLID,

ELS ETIEBVWERWET, 2227V TADEILBIEITODVTELR LIEET S
[ZIE. BLDIUIRTD— AV DR EREERNVET , 25T 0. THIRAMAEILE T
HoAT)TAIZDONWTEBYFET A, £LLLEHYEREA, TITDOLIHUEDTHIGTHEE
HELWTY L, BREMICAHATHEITY . ¥ID 17 ATLRIANFEYYINELT-, THith
DEDIE TR THZBIZ2T, TNIFEER LLEBYERBA TSN D ROE]
[FELZLVTT &3, HHVIRIZELICIE, TU/RT—AVBETYT , KKHBHET
IHYVFETA. HDOFEDEDELTIITHTDEDTY , JKHHLEIFFEL{EXAFE
Ao NS HHNAT=RITEFTFERBA IOLARNILTDIVINT—AVNEEZDTLES
13,

SERHDEOILONEL2EHEIMNEINE. S—A. LMV FEEAR, HNIHMREN T
CDHF53TTR.I2EEINBLNFERA [TISDODSAPE]|DE. [T E]
NMET. REDYoTIORINEFELEZ, VIDINIZ2ADLEZDHEEDYEETT . T
THS, Z50SHEEDLDAE2EH TS TLLS,



Kith -HIV,/ TA XIZHhAT BRI ES ET, BLARELTH—TUIZHE->TWVSER
LET D,

BT EF3RWETR, ARIEEYA—T 2> TWVET . HIV T4 X(ZHh AT B
FOBEKRL, TORBLELTVWET . S B, T/ XLDORBEWNIINDHLIBAFENGOIEL,
FRERTEFERCESSICEEE DT RAATNET, 233 NIE. ARIIWVSZFSEET D
KII1Z%Y ., BERMR

~NORYBEAIEIYSIRERELET .

Kitt: [Tz DDSPENIHMEBFICER/ETUELD,

BT SO ERIEITILSAMDEDTEHYELATLENS, BHICHATITHE
HELID. T3 HEBLGERZT UL, BRATHUATEHYFE AR IR

FITHENTLESIERYFET IS, KARITOREZEFAIRNET,

T3 FREFFI(Red Pepper) EWVSHFRE [ REMIZSHFHMTI M, FIFICIKIE
—A—](Monitor) *°[=a2—J 23> ] (New Vision) [ELVSEBIEINH T, —AT
[FREEFINGDS. [FEFFIITKELLWTT , BERPDOHEDRF YU FILE . B4
ADEFIZEZE T TCEIDITTY . 5. FARIREFEFIZHZ A -VALEITE . RO LEE
Z[E=2—]O[=a—TJ2oaV]ORBIZANTELTHOATY [Za—JsPav]
FHRATWAIIIZEBRICIERAGHA L, %IWMAJ'CL\{%O)(iﬁ'i?l*%—‘%il?&blff?’
|T'7170)’.),3\‘b=5i“i %/UEEZL/UDnJLihﬁELT_O)T_&L\L\i_‘;—o nJLiJAJT_H-t nJL

TWSEIFAIZHBN =KL, TERAE, BRIFETHIUNT—SNERFZEER L
EX P

Kt HDERITTIKRIMNNWEEZFTT &M, FAFBELEMEDILE, [F2]EE
WV =B RRLDERELTHIDTWVEL =, [FDJ[EEFICDLNTO/NERTY A, EE
ADETHIEONTT LR, TLTEDH L. [HIFOMETHRWNZFREAFEL =, (VilDH]
HFTEFDIEENTIMN, BEIEIISAL-/RILT. ARV ANDEZLH D, TDHEIC
[TzoDDSAPEIEHRAT, WEIEETHEFRELH T, FrLooRmmIERZERNE
L=,

ELT BRTY, REIEETHLFTEEAHYFET . MERDFENETELWVERWVET . £
2EHENT—E2EERETT . EBAARDIERD AN EBEINTIEIVWET A [RE]
[ZF DIREH N D T ILTREBEMETT . WRICERAINE LT E LV CLIZE
<TL&S,
Kith: ETCHEHRATHIZKGYFELZ, SRIEID . TTLFAMTTIEGLVLWFEEEZETT
<IZ&LY,




i Bananuka Jocelyn Ekochu, Shock Waves Across the Ocean (Kampala:
Femrite, 2004); Violet Barungi, Cassandra (Kampala: Femrite, 1999); Ayeta
Anne Wangusa, Memoirs of a Mother (Kampala: Femrite, 1998); Doreen
Baingana, Tropical Fish (Amherst: U of Massachusetts P, 2005); Goretti
Kyomuhendo, Waiting (New York: Feminist, 2007); Ama Ata Aidoo, ed., African
Love Stories (Oxfordshire:Ayebia, 2006).

i ZFONTOAFBILSMCH, LR, FRICKDIFERIE. TLEDZIOFDX
FHRBHME. HAMGERZBO TOXFERRELZEZIToTLS, #ELLIEViolet
Barungi, ed., In Their Own Words: The First Ten Years of FEMRITE (Kampala:
FEMRITE, 2006)# & U'Susan Arndt and Katrin Berndt, ed., Words and Worlds:
African Writing, Theatre, and Society (Trenton: Africa World, 2007)YXExD=E(Z
£S5 ESudan Kiguli, “FEMRITE and the Woman Writer’s Position in Uganda,”
169-83; Goretti Kyomuhendo, “T'o Be an African Woman Writer,” 185-92% 518,
il BMBENBEDOERNR. REOHRE. 5. MG EZELATHSL, 208EDOH
EELMEET B, TTLSAMNDEREFXLETEN, COIZTIEBLEZITANTINS,
iv Jackiee Christie, ed., Today You Will Understand: Women of Northern
Uganda Speak Out, audioCD and booklet (Kampala: OCHA, IRIN, and Femrite,
2008); Susan Kiguli and Violet Barungi, ed., I Dare to Say: Five Testimonies by
Ugandan Women Living Positively with HIV/AIDS (Kampala: Femrite, 2007).4
VAEA—DRFTHHNONDD, PEOHIVEWNF-T—TZEERIT. TNERERLI-H
DEIZFFEEE. TJTLSAMDEENBET SO0 UL,

v Ayeta Anne Wangusa and Violet Barungi, ed., Tears of Hope: A Collection of
Short Stories by Ugandan Rural Women (Kampala: Femrite, 2003).

vi Goretti Kyomuhendo, Whispers from Vera (Kampala: Monitor, 2002); Mary

Karooro Okurut, The Official Wife (Kampala: Fountain, 2003); Noeline Kaleeba

and Sunanda Ray, We Miss You All, 1991, 2 ed. (Harare: SAfAIDS, 2002); Jane

Kaberuka, Silent Patience (Kampala: Femrite, 1999).

vii Monica Arac de Nyeko, “Jumbula Tree,” African Love Stories, 164-77.

vii Goretti Kyomuhendo, Secret No More (Kampala: Femrite, 1999).

iXx Goretti Kyomuhendo, The First Daughter (Kampala: Fountain, 1996).
(EERFHEHRIR)



TA)HDEFHK#FEA /N DICHANGE |

Al 2

08F11A4B KD KRMEMEZHERERD. TA)WRICESIZEHRMN LG B
BiEHo=DOhELNGEND, B EICRIELZOHIELLBEROBFOHFICHEL
ZEYENDRAGELIDLEET L0, BELEHLERDL. 1 L5ARBL. T
FIFFEESFERESE D TOBANH -, TEF VT RETEERESE 1=,

BMOBEXYAR—2DRAO—HUIEICHANGE I TH>7=, “Change we can believe
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(. ”Yes, we can.”

LHIATHZEER T, “change has come to Amerca.”# 5L\ & “This victory alone
is not the change we seek. It is only the chance for us to make that change” €L T,
“That’s the true genius of America; that America can change.”&5IZ, “she (Ann
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1963FE M “I Have a Dream” 2. “knowing that somehow this situation can and
will be changed” “one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with

the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.”




“With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood.”

67TEOYEIJILATD“The Casualties of the War in Vietnam”[Z. “It challenges
the imagination to contemplate what lives we could transform if we were to cease
killing.” “Somehow we must transform the dynamics of the world power struggle
from the negative nuclear arms race which no one can win to a positive contest to
harness man’s creative genius for the purpose of making peace and prosperity a

reality for all of the nations of the world. In short, we must shift the arms race

into a ‘peace race.” “There is an element of urgency in our re-directing American
powers.” “If we decide to become a moral power we will be able to transform the
jangling discords of this world into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. If we
make the wise decision we will be able to transform our pending cosmic elegy into

a creative psalm of peace.”h’#%H 5.
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“my conviction that social change comes most significantly through nonviolent
action.”

“They asked if our own nation wasn’t using massive doses of violence to solve
its problems, to bring about the changes it wanted.”

“but the long line of military dictators seemed to offer no real change,”

“The only change came from America as we increased our troop commitment in
support of governments which were singularly corrupt, inept, and without
popular support.”

“land reform”



“The image of America will never again be the image of revolution, freedom,
and democracy, but the image of violence and militarism.”

“unless there is a significant and profound change in American life and policy.”

“our nation was on the wrong side of a world revolution.”

“the late John F. Kennedy...said, 'Those who make peaceful revolution
1mpossible will make violent revolution inevitable.”

“I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolution,
we, as a nation, must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly
begin the shift from a thing- oriented society to a person-oriented society.”

“A true revolution of values will soon cause us to question...”

“One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be
transformed.” ZM# &revolution of valueshW4EFEHN 5, =7=L. revolution 2
BifAtrueM2[Al, positive, genuineHhE1[E, “These are revolutionary times... We
in the West must support these revolutions.” IEarHIFE M IM3E, “the Western
nations that initiated so much of the revolutionary spirit of the modern world
have now become the arch antirevolutionaries. This has driven many to feel that
only Marxism has a revolutionary spirit... Our only hope today lies in our ability
to recapture the revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile world
declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and militarism.”

LT, #&E( “And if we will only make the right choice, we will be able to
transform this pending cosmic elegy into a creative psalm of peace. If we’ll make
the right choice, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our world
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. If we will but make the right choice,
we will be able to speed up the day, all over America and all over the world, when

justice will roll down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.”
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Barack Obama’s Victory Speech: President-elect addresses supporters in
I1linois

Chicago, Illinois

November 4, 2008

Hello, Chicago.

If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all
things are possible, who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our
time, who still questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.

It's the answer told by lines that stretched around schools and churches in
numbers this nation has never seen, by people who waited three hours and four
hours, many for the first time in their lives, because they believed that this time
must be different, that their voices could be that difference.

It's the answer spoken by young and old, rich and poor, Democrat and Republican,
black, white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, gay, straight, disabled and not
disabled. Americans who sent a message to the world that we have never been
just a collection of individuals or a collection of red states and blue states.

We are, and always will be, the United States of America.

It's the answer that led those who've been told for so long by so many to be cynical
and fearful and doubtful about what we can achieve to put their hands on the arc
of history and bend it once more toward the hope of a better day.

It's been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what we did on this date, in
this election, at this defining moment, change has come to America.

A little bit earlier this evening, I received an extraordinarily gracious call from
Sen. McCain.

Sen. McCain fought long and hard in this campaign. And he's fought even longer
and harder for the country that he loves. He has endured sacrifices for America
that most of us cannot begin to imagine. We are better off for the service rendered
by this brave and selfless leader.

I congratulate him; I congratulate Gov. Palin for all that they've achieved. And I
look forward to working with them to renew this nation's promise in the months
ahead.

I want to thank my partner in this journey, a man who campaigned from his

heart, and spoke for the men and women he grew up with on the streets of



Scranton and rode with on the train home to Delaware, the vice president-elect of
the United States, Joe Biden.

And I would not be standing here tonight without the unyielding support of my
best friend for the last 16 years, the rock of our family, the love of my life, the
nation's next first lady, Michelle Obama.

Sasha and Malia, I love you both more than you can imagine. And you have
earned the new puppy that's coming with us to the new White House.

And while she's no longer with us, I know my grandmother's watching, along
with the family that made me who I am. I miss them tonight. I know that my
debt to them is beyond measure.

To my sister Maya, my sister Alma, all my other brothers and sisters, thank you
so much for all the support that you've given me. I am grateful to them.

And to my campaign manager, David Plouffe, the unsung hero of this campaign,
who built the best — the best political campaign, I think, in the history of the
United States of America.

To my chief strategist David Axelrod who's been a partner with me every step of
the way.

To the best campaign team ever assembled in the history of politics. You made
this happen, and I am forever grateful for what you've sacrificed to get it done.
But above all, I will never forget who this victory truly belongs to. It belongs to
you. It belongs to you.

I was never the likeliest candidate for this office. We didn't start with much
money or many endorsements. Our campaign was not hatched in the halls of
Washington. It began in the backyards of Des Moines and the living rooms of
Concord and the front porches of Charleston. It was built by working men and
women who dug into what little savings they had to give $5 and $10 and $20 to
the cause.

It grew strength from the young people who rejected the myth of their
generation's apathy, who left their homes and their families for jobs that offered
little pay and less sleep.

It drew strength from the not-so-young people who braved the bitter cold and
scorching heat to knock on doors of perfect strangers, and from the millions of
Americans who volunteered and organized and proved that more than two
centuries later a government of the people, by the people, and for the people has

not perished from the Earth.



This 1s your victory.

And I know you didn't do this just to win an election. And I know you didn't do it
for me.

You did it because you understand the enormity of the task that lies ahead. For
even as we celebrate tonight, we know the challenges that tomorrow will bring
are the greatest of our lifetime — two wars, a planet in peril, the worst financial
crisis in a century.

Even as we stand here tonight, we know there are brave Americans waking up in
the deserts of Iraq and the mountains of Afghanistan to risk their lives for us.
There are mothers and fathers who will lie awake after the children fall asleep
and wonder how they'll make the mortgage or pay their doctors' bills or save
enough for their child's college education.

There's new energy to harness, new jobs to be created, new schools to build, and
threats to meet, alliances to repair.

The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may not get there in one
year or even in one term. But, America, I have never been more hopeful than I
am tonight that we will get there.

I promise you, we as a people will get there.

There will be setbacks and false starts. There are many who won't agree with
every decision or policy I make as president. And we know the government can't
solve every problem.

But I will always be honest with you about the challenges we face. I will listen to
you, especially when we disagree. And, above all, I will ask you to join in the work
of remaking this nation, the only way it's been done in America for 221 years —
block by block, brick by brick, calloused hand by calloused hand.

What began 21 months ago in the depths of winter cannot end on this autumn
night.

This victory alone is not the change we seek. It is only the chance for us to make
that change. And that cannot happen if we go back to the way things were.

It can't happen without you, without a new spirit of service, a new spirit of
sacrifice.

So let us summon a new spirit of patriotism, of responsibility, where each of us
resolves to pitch in and work harder and look after not only ourselves but each
other.



Let us remember that, if this financial crisis taught us anything, it's that we
cannot have a thriving Wall Street while Main Street suffers.

In this country, we rise or fall as one nation, as one people. Let's resist the
temptation to fall back on the same partisanship and pettiness and immaturity
that has poisoned our politics for so long.

Let's remember that it was a man from this state who first carried the banner of
the Republican Party to the White House, a party founded on the values of
self-reliance and individual liberty and national unity.

Those are values that we all share. And while the Democratic Party has won a
great victory tonight, we do so with a measure of humility and determination to
heal the divides that have held back our progress.

As Lincoln said to a nation far more divided than ours, we are not enemies but
friends. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of
affection.

And to those Americans whose support I have yet to earn, I may not have won
your vote tonight, but I hear your voices. I need your help. And I will be your
president, too.

And to all those watching tonight from beyond our shores, from parliaments and
palaces, to those who are huddled around radios in the forgotten corners of the
world: Our stories are singular, but our destiny is shared, and a new dawn of
American leadership is at hand.

To those — to those who would tear the world down: We will defeat you. To those
who seek peace and security: We support you. And to all those who have
wondered if America's beacon still burns as bright: Tonight we proved once more
that the true strength of our nation comes not from the might of our arms or the
scale of our wealth, but from the enduring power of our ideals: democracy, liberty,
opportunity and unyielding hope.

That's the true genius of America: that America can change. Our union can be
perfected. What we've already achieved gives us hope for what we can and must
achieve tomorrow.

This election had many firsts and many stories that will be told for generations.
But one that's on my mind tonight's about a woman who cast her ballot in
Atlanta. She's a lot like the millions of others who stood in line to make their
voice heard in this election except for one thing: Ann Nixon Cooper is 106 years
old.



She was born just a generation past slavery; a time when there were no cars on
the road or planes in the sky; when someone like her couldn't vote for two reasons
— because she was a woman and because of the color of her skin.

And tonight, I think about all that she's seen throughout her century in America
— the heartache and the hope; the struggle and the progress; the times we were
told that we can't, and the people who pressed on with that American creed: Yes
we can.

At a time when women's voices were silenced and their hopes dismissed, she lived
to see them stand up and speak out and reach for the ballot. Yes we can.

When there was despair in the dust bowl and depression across the land, she saw
a nation conquer fear itself with a New Deal, new jobs, a new sense of common
purpose. Yes we can.

When the bombs fell on our harbor and tyranny threatened the world, she was
there to witness a generation rise to greatness and a democracy was saved. Yes
we can.

She was there for the buses in Montgomery, the hoses in Birmingham, a bridge in
Selma, and a preacher from Atlanta who told a people that "We Shall Overcome."
Yes we can.

A man touched down on the moon, a wall came down in Berlin, a world was
connected by our own science and imagination.

And this year, in this election, she touched her finger to a screen, and cast her
vote, because after 106 years in America, through the best of times and the
darkest of hours, she knows how America can change.

Yes we can.

America, we have come so far. We have seen so much. But there is so much more
to do. So tonight, let us ask ourselves — if our children should live to see the next
century; if my daughters should be so lucky to live as long as Ann Nixon Cooper,
what change will they see? What progress will we have made?

This 1s our chance to answer that call. This is our moment.

This is our time, to put our people back to work and open doors of opportunity for
our kids; to restore prosperity and promote the cause of peace; to reclaim the
American dream and reaffirm that fundamental truth, that, out of many, we are
one; that while we breathe, we hope. And where we are met with cynicism and
doubts and those who tell us that we can't, we will respond with that timeless

creed that sums up the spirit of a people: Yes, we can.



Thank you. God bless you. And may God bless the United States of America.
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Things Fall Apart Still Teaching Lessons 50 Years Later

ANNANDALE-ON-HUDSON, New York (AP) -- At age 77, author Chinua
Achebe is living in grace and in exile, housed in a cottage built just for him on the
campus of Bard College, lonely for his native Nigeria and the people for whom his
stories have been written.

"T feel that's where I should be," he says of Nigeria, where he has not lived since
the 1980s. "Having that relationship active, and working, is important for the
health of my stories."

A perennial candidate for the Nobel Prize and winner last year of the Man
Booker International Prize for lifetime achievement in fiction, Achebe arrived at
Bard in 1990, not long after an auto accident in Nigeria left him paralyzed from
the waist down.

He is a longtime professor of languages and literature, and speaks warmly of the
students who seem to know his work well, but Achebe has not completed a novel
in more than 20 years, and has no desire to set any fiction in this country, saying
it would not be "the most important thing for me to do, because there are so many
people doing it." While he is currently working on two or three projects, nothing is
close to completion and he acknowledges that "a novel is certainly overdue."
"This is a period that I found myself going to live abroad, and with the problem of
paraplegia, which is not very comfortable. So just sitting down, writing a novel,
has a huge physical side to it, which is not helped by this," he says.

But, he adds, firmly, "I must not deal with excuses."



Still hoping to return to Nigeria, even though he has often dissented from the
government, Achebe can look forward to renewed praise in the United States and
beyond thanks to the 50th anniversary of his most famous book, "Things Fall
Apart," the rare modern novel to make history, and not because of any prize.
Achebe's story of a Nigerian tribesman's downfall before the advance of colonial
power stands as the acknowledged birth of indigenous African fiction, an early
and enduring literary portrait of a culture that had been seen only through the
patrician stare of Western eyes.

An instant event in Nigeria but reviewed mildly in the United States when first
published (the initial New York Times review ran less than 500 words), "Things
Fall Apart" has been translated into more than 30 languages and sales top 10
million copies. No book by an African has been so deeply discussed or so widely
influential.

"There were books by Africans before "Things Fall Apart,' but this is the one
everyone goes back to," says Kwame Anthony Appiah, a leading African scholar
who wrote the introduction to the Everyman's Library edition of "Things Fall
Apart."

"It would be impossible to say how "Things Fall Apart' influenced African writing.
It would be like asking how Shakespeare influenced English writers or Pushkin
influenced Russians. Achebe didn't only play the game, he invented it."
Interviewed recently at his home on a gray, snowy afternoon, Achebe sits at a
small table in his dining room, the smell of fried fish tempting from the kitchen, a
woman's low humming (Achebe's sister-in-law) soothing from another room. In
front of him, like a conversation on hold, stands a glass of juice with a napkin
draped over it.

The white-haired Achebe is a king in print, but he lives and dresses modestly,
wearing a warm, white sweater and dark slacks. The art is in his speech: words
spoken softly and carefully, with a sense of poetry and of oracle, a voice that
makes you believe it could raise or resolve the most difficult mystery.

A native of Ogidi, Nigeria, Achebe was a gifted student whose father worked in
the local missionary. After graduating from the University College of Ibadan, in
1953, Achebe was a radio producer at the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation,

then moved to London and worked at the British Broadcasting Corporation.



He was writing stories in college and was in London, in the mid-1950s, when he
began "Things Fall Apart," calling it an act of "atonement" for what he says was
the abandonment of traditional culture.

The novel's opening sentence is as simple, declarative and revolutionary as a line
out of Hemingway: "Okonkwo was well known throughout the nine villages and
even beyond." Africans, Achebe had announced, had their own history, their own
celebrities and reputations.

"I read "Things Fall Apart' when I was a freshman in college. I was working
full-time and taking classes and so busy it was scary and reading the novel fast
and without much reflection I only thought it was OK," recalls
Dominican-American author Junot Diaz, whose books include the acclaimed
novel "The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao."

"It was when I read it again junior year, after my mind had matured some and I
had read a number of other 'African' writers, that I understood the stupendous
achievement of "Things Fall Apart' and the sort of conversation it was having
with other "African' and European novels."

The story is set around the turn of the 20th century and Okonkwo is a character
as old as storytelling itself -- a man who embodies a culture in decline, the virtues
and the limitations. He 1s so wedded to the codes of battle and confrontation, the
feats that led to his greatness, that he is tragically helpless before the modern
power and persuasion of the missionaries.

In mockery of all the Western books about Africa, Achebe ends with a colonial
official observing Okonkwo's fate and imagining the book he will write: "The
Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger." Achebe's novel was the
opening of a decades-long argument on his country's behalf, in fiction such as "A
Man of the People" and "No Longer at Ease," and in essays dissecting the canon
of the West.

He has attacked such popular works about Africa as Joyce Cary's "Mister
Johnson" as ignorant and self-satisfied. He was especially offended by Joseph
Conrad's "The Heart of Darkness," once declaring it a "novel which
depersonalizes a portion of the human race," reducing a great culture to a
handful of threats and grunts.

"Now, I grew up among very eloquent elders. In the village, or even in the church,

which my father made sure we attended, there were eloquent speakers. So if you



reduce that eloquence which I encountered to eight words ... it's going to be very
different," Achebe says during his interview.

"You know that it's going to be a battle to turn it around, to say to people, "That's
not the way my people respond in this situation, by unintelligible grunts, and so
on; they would speak.' And it is that speech that I knew I wanted to be written
down."

Achebe writes and thinks to contrapuntal melodies of language and culture. As a
child, he was schooled in the stories of his relatives and in the English literature
of the colonialists. In his mind Ibo legends and the prose of Dickens still meet, the
"two types of music" that sometimes clash and sometimes converse.

"What I found myself doing more and more, whenever I encountered a statement
I thought was interesting or profound in one language, I would try to put it into
the other language to see if it would work," he says.

His novel is a triumph of contradictions: a memorial for a tribal culture by an
author whose father was a convert to Christianity; a history-making book about a
man whom history left behind; a document of a preliterate people written in the
finest contemporary prose.

"There i1s a proverb that the sword you have is the one you greet your peers with,"
Achebe explains. "Is it (a novel) the best weapon? Of course, not. If that's what
you can do, then offer what you have. You know that there may be better things
to offer.... It's what I can manage. It's not adequate, but that is what I have, so
please accept."

Appiah says that language is part of the genius of "Things Fall Apart." He notes
that earlier novels by Africans, including Amos Tutuola's "The Palm-Wine
Drinkard," were written in a kind of Africanized prose that seemed to mimic the
way a Nigerian would speak English.

"What Achebe did was answer a question no else had thought of asking," Appiah
says. "The problem was: If you're going to write about Africa, how do you write
about all the different people and cultures and do it through the language of the
novel? He solved the problem by drawing on different levels of English, from
slang to the most precise 20th-century realism. Once he had showed you how to
solve the problem, it all seemed so obvious."

One of the most celebrated young Nigerian writers, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,
says that she read "Things Fall Apart" when she was around 8 and has
periodically reread it. "I find that I liked the same things each time -- the



familiarity with it. I hadn't realized that people like me could be in a book," she
explains.

Countless others have cited Achebe, from Nobel laureate Toni Morrison, who
once called "Things Fall Apart,” a "major education" for me, to Ha Jin, a
Chinese-American novelist. Achebe himself recalls some letters he received about
a decade ago from students at a women's college in South Korea.

"It surprised me also in the sense I realized that people in different places would
be reading it from totally different positions, positions I didn't think they knew
about," he says.

"They (the students) said to me, many of them, that this was like their story. And
I said to myself, "Korea? I don't know Korea. And I don't know what their story
1s.' They explained that they were also colonized, by the Japanese. That simple
fact of colonization was enough to make someone so far away come to terms

quickly with this story."
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