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In what ways are Yale University, Japan Black Studies Association, and Langston
Hughes connected? This paper focuses on Langston Hughes’s trip to Japan and the
web of connections that can be traced from his international experiences. Often, when
Afro-Japanese history is discussed, the experiences of American soldiers in Japan
during and following World War |l come to the forefront. However, Afro-Japanese
history begins centuries earlier and this presentation looks at one story in this long
history, that of Langston Hughes’s 1933 visits to Japan. This paper begins with his
experience in the Soviet Union, the original impetus for the journey, continues with both
his experience of and reflections upon his time in Japan, and concludes with the myriad
of ways Hughes'’s story connects to that of Yale University and Japan Black Studies
Association.
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