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Summoning Frederick Douglass
By FRANCIS X. CLINES

For all his exultation in fleeing slavery to New York on the Underground Railroad,
Frederick Douglass recalled how formidable the city soon seemed. “The loneliness
overcame me,” he wrote of his first perch upon liberty in 1838, before he blazed into
history as the articulator of African-Americans’ determination to shuck slavery.
“There I was in the midst of thousands, and yet a perfect stranger,” Douglass recorded
of his early glimpse of New Yorkers. “I dared not to unfold to any of them my sad
condition.”

That such a powerful individual could be so daunted by the city, like so many ordinary
newcomers, makes it all the sweeter that Douglass will be properly welcomed next
summer at Harlem’s gateway. His statue likeness, noble and powerful as the man, will
peer forth at the skyline. The setting includes a 60-foot-long, laser-lit fountain,



flowing with the waters of freedom, and an array of the quilted code symbols that
were one of the ingenious secrets of the slaves’ escape north.

Strategic quilts, harmlessly hung out to air along the routes toward liberty, offered
instructions and maps to knowledgeable slaves on the run. Their innocent symbols —
wagon wheel, crossed wrenches, bear’s paw, log cabin, child’s shoofly — were guides
and cautions, just as patterns of knots marked mileage. These symbols are being
rendered in multi-hued granite squares by Algernon Miller, a New York artist, as part
of his Douglass tribute, under construction in a European-styled traffic circle and park
bordering the northwest corner of Central Park. Mr. Miller’s boyhood was spent at
play on the circle’s surrounding streets; an earlier work celebrated the Seneca Village
community of African-American landholders displaced in the making of Central Park.
“Things just came together,” he said of the muse he found in the quilted subtext of the
Underground Railroad.

In contrast, the eight-foot statue catching Douglass in the classical pose of his
daguerreotypes was done by Gabriel Koren, a Hungarian-born sculptor so fascinated
as a child by far-off African-American human rights leaders that she came to
specialize in them. “They are so interesting, so magnetic.” Her Malcolm X glares forth
handsomely in Harlem, and her Marcus Garvey reigns lately in her city studio. “I
fought against doing Douglass 20 or 30 feet high, totally removed from ordinary
people,” said Ms. Koren, seeing to a proper welcome for the singular fugitive who
landed here on his way into history.

A = FA

HE EF K

Za— I — WL RFEA NN =R EFETHE T, SEHRFE R SCEF R
W SCH RS R MR AR IR, B U T30, T A U RS, ISR
b5, HEIZTH) TOR---FFEXFEZOREN] EERES T LV AQ004)%E, £H%
BLIBEWELET,

NRR R



R 2 R, AR R, RESUERFIET Ehakhl

BIEFEFERRATZ L TR D £72, RKFE4A LG CEZ B LT, Btk b
THFRICHID fHA TWE TN E B> TEY £9, HEFSITRALMHEER T, i
Zora Neale Hurston, Toni Morrison% H.0MZAFZEL TE D £9, 4%, IL<HEHFE2 H 5
RN DT —~ &Ko TWNETNWEBSTEY £, MEXA LS BENWE
=

g LT K

PN SRV NE YN RSt 5w R i A

BIE T AU BB - 7 A Y BBUGESER - 7 A Y htbaEE s, BEONE T
—<E, 1960 D HT0EMRE FEZD2EBEARLE L, A - 2 A=V T 129
SHERR - MEZ g & Lo BERR & OB ol L SR 2. Ui T 5
FEE) D & HE 2R TR ARSI IETE,

w27 K

BUE, IR RF KPP SR LR INEAE T, 7V XU —T—D[h
T—R—TN] BREERLTHIR LI L ENLRBASCRICHKE /D, 2Lk,
A —H—DMIZh= c FY ARV T =)L e N— X N OERICERICEL E
WETWET, BEEmIFI &k, CAELO I 28 L TRADFRAEOHIE
ZLTNETZNWEBZTWET, EILTHLIBBHNEL ET,

Bk = &
Bk B I

= B #H &
W

RPN E S0 i A ]



il 77K

il
-

#H

e KB K

20065F9 H 10 H 6%, 895k, /IEEAIFBEAMNEOZOARRIIEDLY, J - LT+«
77— R TBAOREGE] bR, [V—=72&fmiEdl] 21Xt L35
HEOMRmMFETHES, MATAERRFTTELSHA, RIRKAZH,
TEMEEBHY LET,

KHE FHF— K
NAHARFCTELSH W L ONT-2BO/KBLAEN, 1IMTHRBICHEZNE L (78
) . JEAEAZBITY LET,

<WmE> HEAMIEDOE - FREET
T 603-8143 AR ALK /IN L T
KA R SCFER « )3 HAFoE == AT

<WREEFZ> A




